
BLOOMFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

COMMUNITY SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

There was a regular meeting for the above-reference subcommittee held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

September 2, 2014 in Conference Room #5, Bloomfield Town Hall, 800 Bloomfield Avenue, 

Bloomfield, CT. 

 

Present Committee Members were:  Councilors Seldon, Washington and Neuwirth  

Also present were: Philip K. Schenck, Jr., Town Manager, Camilla Jones, Director of Social & 

Youth Services, , David Melesko, Director of Leisure Services, Jane Low, Chair of Beautification 

Committee, Marie MacDonald, Chair of CEEC and India Rodgers, Clerk of Council. 

Absent was: Yvette Huyghue-Pannell, Director of Senior Center 

Guest:  Ms. Donna Banks, former Town Council member and Chair of the Back to School Fun 

Fair 

  

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Councilor Neuwirth, seconded by Councilor Seldon and voted unanimously 

to approve minutes June 3, 2014. 

 

 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

Social & Youth Services 

 

Mrs. Camilla Jones, Director of Social & Youth Services reported the following updates of the 

department: 

 

 On September 2, 2014, Energy Assistance began for the 2014 – 2015 heating season.  The 

maximum income levels were increased slightly.    

 



 The Season of Giving – Holiday 2014 Distribution Program will begin accepting 

applications on October 1, 2014.  Vendors and individuals that wish to adopt can contact 

BSYS for more information. 

 

 The Renter’s Rebate Program application period will end on October 1, 2014. 

 

 Farmer’s Market coupons are still being issued until they have been depleted. 

 

 The department recently hired Ms. Coretta Scott as the new Youth Services Assistant. 

Interviews are being held for a Foster Care Activities Specialist. 

 

 Youth Services – After School Program is awaiting grant approval to begin once school 

resumes.  The Juvenile Review Board lost funding through DCF due to regionalization.  A 

grant was submitted to the federal government in the amount of $10,000, awaiting 

approval.  The Police & Youth program will be funded for a third and final year from a 

grant with the JJC in the amount of $10,000. 

 

 BSYS is also in need of food donations for its local Food Bank. 

 

 

Leisure Services - Parks and Recreation 

 

Mr. David Melesko, Director of Leisure Services reported the following updates of the department:   

 

 On August 15, 2014, the regular summer camp schedule ended.  However, there was a 

demand among parents to extend summer camp for one additional week, which ended on 

August 22, 2014. It was noted that summer camp participants increased significantly from 

the last summer report. 

 

 The Pool Season ended on September 1, 2014.  Special event activities included Dive-In 

Movies, Flashlight Hike, Painting under the Stars Program in collaboration with 

Social/Youth Services and Senior Services and Swim Team competitions. 

 

 Swim lessons and classes received better attendance in the afternoon versus morning hours. 

 

 Fall/Winter 2014 Brochure is currently posted online.  Mailing will be completed by 

September 5, 2014. 

 

 The Department of Public Works are active with preparing sport fields in all locations. 

 



 Rockwell Basketball Court Lighting and Portable Stage capital projects are coordinating 

final plan with contracted vendors. 

 

 Signage should be installed very soon at Filley Park to deter the public from feeding the 

geese. 

 

 On September 20, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., the Lisa Lane Farm will host their 

Open House – Kickoff Celebration. 

 

 

Beautification Committee 

Mrs. Jane Low, Chair of the Beautification Committee reported that spring and summer planting 

went very well.  There were some problems with irrigation in various locations, however there are 

plans to rectify.  Mums have been ordered for Fall planting, which will occur during the third week 

of September.  The design plans for the Town Green remains ongoing. 

 

Clean Energy and Conservation Committee (CEEC) 

Ms. Marie MacDonald, Chair of the CEEC reported the following updates: 

 The committee has discussed plans for participation in the Bike Walk, CT – League of 

American Bicyclist.  This potential project was recommended to Leisure Services. 

 

 CL&P continues to monitor audits for the Energy Efficiency Conservation – Home Energy 

Solution applications are low in participation.  A letter has been sent to residents informing 

them of the benefits of the program. 

 

 Clean Energy – Solarize, CT (Town of Simsbury is ahead is obtaining residents to convert 

to solar energy). This rebate program will end sign ups on September 30, 2014.  The final 

informational workshop will be held on September 4, 2014 in Council Chambers. 

 

 The CEEC committee expressed disappointment with the collaboration between CEEC and 

Bloomfield High School.  The committee designed a program with RGS and Mr. Joe 

Rodriguez – Agri-Science Teacher at Bloomfield High School.  The program was designed 

to teach students how to use Google Maps to identify be the best areas for maximum solar 

areas.  It will also identify homes that fit the profile to receive literature promoting solar 

alternative energy. The students selected were compensated for part-time employment as 

well as learning about solar energy.  However, the initial goals and expectations were not 



completed as designed.  It was recommended that a discussion is warranted to inquire about 

the disconnection in communications. 

 

 Solarize, CT has received excellent marketing through lawn signage, local newspapers, 

Hartford Courant and WDRC – Brad Davis. 

 

 Lisa Lane Farm – Kickoff Celebration will be held on September 20, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. 

– 1:00 p.m. 

 

 CEEC will continue discussions with the Police Department for a recycling program for 

unused prescription drugs. 

 

 CEEC also endorsed and fully supports the AMERESCO audit program. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Back to School Fun Fair 

Ms. Donna Banks reported that the Back to School Fun Fair was very successful.  The weather 

was great and the community participation was well attended. 

Approximately 239 backpacks were given out on-site and 341 were pre-registered. 

Food donations were received from Stop & Shop (hotdogs) and Bloomfield Rotary (hamburgers).  

All leftover food was donated to the Bloomfield Raiders Program. 

Approximately $710.00 in food tickets were sold and over 30 vendors participated. 

The budget of $8,000 for this event was exceeded by approximately $437.48 due to buying 

essential such as: charcoal, paper goods, condiments, etc. 

There will be a follow-up debriefing meeting held to discuss this year’s event. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Councilor Seldon informed the committee members to forward information to India Rodgers, 

Clerk of Council for reporting during Town Council meetings. 

Habitat for Humanity – Re-Stor will host their Grand Opening on October 6, 2014.  The store is 

located at 500 Cottage Grove Road, Bloomfield. 

Update on Concessions at 330 Park Avenue – Leisure Services may consider contracting an ice 

cream vendor truck and request a contribution to the town for services. 



Summer Concert Series ended with the West Indian Celebration on July 31, 2014.  The Summer 

Concert Series was moved to a new venue to a more intimate setting on the Town Green.   

Councilor Washington inquired about extending the summer concert series.  Mr. Dave Melesko, 

Director of Leisure Services stated that concerts are revenue driven.  There was a reduction in 

concerts from 10 to 8 about three years ago.  Each concert cost approximately $2,000.  Mr. 

Melesko will look into receiving funding with the “Evelyn Preston Fund” which provide grants to 

promote music within the community.  In addition, there may be various other scholarships 

available to assist with extending the concert series. 

Mr. Schenck, Jr. informed committee that the State Department of Transportation is reviewing 

information on the East Coast Greenway.  There is a major issue with connections through 

Simsbury and Bloomfield (re: Tariffville). 

Councilor Seldon inquired about summer camp in regards to more money for an extended week.  

It was noted that these camps are self-sustaining and the extended week was not budgeted.  He 

also inquired about youth basketball leagues beginning winter season and their location.  Mr. 

Melesko informed the committee that BYBL will resume games at CAMS on Saturday mornings. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by Councilor Washington, seconded by Councilor Neuwirth to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 


